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the Slave Trade which Great Britain was desirous of persuad-
ing France to put an end to in her colonies. It was, however,
a proposition which met with little or no sympathy in France,
for the public mind had not been educated to an abhorrence
of this iniquity, as it had in England under the unceasing
activities of William Wilberforce * and Clarkson.f
I do not think [wrote the Duke to Mr. Wilberforce on September
15th] that there is the slightest prospect at present of prevailing upon the
French Government to abolish the trade entirely within the period of
five years. The King told me that he could no more attempt to force
the inclinations of his people upon this subject than the King of England
could the inclinations of his.1
Wellington's efforts in the cause of abolition were forceful
and tireless, and since leaving England he had found time in
twenty busy days to make an exhaustive study of the question.
I was much pleased to find [wrote that ardent abolitionist, Mr. Clark-
son, from Paris on August 27th] that his Grace had made himself master
of the subject of the slave trade since he left England. He had read
during his journey and since his arrival here my History of the Abolition
throughout, also the Abridgement of the Evidence, also my ' Impolicy
of the Slave Trade *, as well as Mr. Wilberforce's Letter to his Con-
stituents, and every paper and memorandum furnished both by Mr.
Macaulay $ and myself; so that he wants little or no aid from me, as
far as a knowledge of the subject is concerned.2
It was a hard battle that lay before the ex-British Com-
mander-in-Chief; one of the hardest to which he had ever
set his hand, for he was fighting vested interests, and was
likely in the end to be out-generalled by that most un-
scrupulous of all fighters, 'greed of gain *.
1 Dispatches, Vol. XII, p. nS.
2 Supp. Despatches, Vol. IX, p. 22,8.
* Wilberforce, William, 1759-1833. The great philanthropist and
anti-slavery crusader.
f Clarkson, Thomas, 1760-1846. His life was spent in fighting the
slave trade,
\ Macaulay, Zachary, d. 1838. A zealous worker for the abolition of
slavery. Father of Thomas Macaulay, the famous writer and historian.
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